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In Summary.... 
 

8th Annual Grafton Dragon Boat Races Family Fun Day 
 
 
Date: .................... Sunday October 24th 2010 

Times: ................. Races start 8:00am SHARP 
 ............................. Markets from 8:00am 
 ............................. Entertainment from 9:00am 

Location: ............. Memorial Park, river end of Prince Street, Grafton 

Attendance: 
 ............................. Average attendance is approximately 10,000 ï 12,000 annually 
but this figure is growing each year.  Our attendees are mostly families, young 
working people, self-funded retirees and tourists. 

Presented by: 
 ............................. Clarence Community Events Inc 

Cost: .................... FREE to the public 
 ............................. Team Entry $550 plus Paddler Insurance ($6-00 per paddler) 
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Clarence Community Events Inc is a small community-based organisation comprising an 
enthusiastic team of motivated local people who have seen the opportunity to value-add to 
local events. 
 
Clarence Community Events Inc.  

¶ aims to contribute to Grafton becoming known as the ñEvents Capital of the North 
Coastò 

¶ will conduct one or two events through a year with the long-term aim of 
training/encouraging others to become the event organisers 

¶ will act as an auspicing body for other groups wishing to obtain funding to conduct 
events in the community, 

 
Dragon Boating is one such event and Clarence Community Events Inc plan to continue 
this by making the 2010 Grafton Dragon Boat Races Family Fun Day a great day out for all 
the community. 
 

 



 

What is Dragon Boating? 
 
Dragon boating is by nature a social sport requiring large numbers of people to work 
together. It develops strength and endurance as well as friendships.  

Each Dragon Boat requires a team of 20 people, 10 on each side and 2 abreast with a 
ósteererô/sweep at the back and a drummer at the front. 

There are 4-6 boats in each Dragon Boat Race and the paddlers attack the water as a team 
and compete in races of approximately 300 metres. 

Each team comprises up to 12 men with at least 8 women each using a wooden paddle to 
óstrokeô the water and pull the boat to the finish line. 

Races are conducted from a standing start near the Grafton Bowling and Recreation Club 
with much strength required to accelerate the large boats off the line and to top speed. 

To get the boat moving fast, timing as well as power is required. All paddlers attempt to work 
in unison, stroking the water at the same time to the beat of the drum. 

Itôs the perfect Team oriented sport.  Fun to watch and great to participate in! 
 

Dragon Boating is exciting and spectacular - an adrenalin charged sport. 
 
 
 

Aim 
Grafton Dragon Boat Race 

 
Á Create and continue offering a fun, alcohol-free family day to the community of the 

Clarence Valley. 

Á Create awareness of this fabulous team-building, community sport 

Á Provide an opportunity for community members to experience the sport of Dragon 
Boat Racing 

Á Create awareness of the Grafton Dragon Boat Club and the Clarence Valley 
Dragons Abreast group. 

Á Encourage membership of both the Grafton Dragon Boat Club and the Clarence 
Valley Dragons Abreast group. 

 
This community-based event has been specifically designed to encourage whole of 
community involvement while raising money for local charities. 
 
A fun event for the whole community where there will be something for everyone - paddlers, 
adults, young people, families, businesses, everyone! 
 
 

 



 
 
 

Grafton Dragon Boat Race 
Clarence Valley Business and Community Challenge 

 

History of Dragon Boating in Australia 
 
Dragon Boat teams exist and Dragon Boat races are held in almost every state in Australia 
from Broome to Brisbane, from Perth to Sydney and from Adelaide to Darwin. 
 
The first Australian involvement occurred in 1980 when the Penang Tourist Development 
Corporation invited the WA surf lifesaving Association to send a team to the Penang festival. 
This was followed the next year by invitations from the HKTA to WA and NSW to send 
teams to what was then considered the unofficial world championships on Hong Kong 
Harbour. 
 
In 1984 Sydney held the inaugural Sydney Dragon Boat Festival at Farm Cove.  The 
Western Australian Dragon Boat Association formed in 1985.  Most other states have 
subsequently formed State Associations. 
 
Australian teams tour regularly overseas and have been sighted at least once at all major 
international festivals. 
 
Dragon Boating is an International Sport that is growing in Australia and is now gaining a 
following in regional areas of NSW. 
 
The 2005 Australian Dragon Boat Titles were held in Canberra and the 2007 
International Dragon Boat Titles on the Nepean River at Penrith - west of Sydney. 
 
As an International sport, Dragon Boating gains considerable press, radio and television 
coverage in NSW, Australia and overseas. 
 
The Grafton Dragon Boat Races Family Fun Day meant that Grafton was the first country 
NSW region to adopt this exciting sport and the 2009 event is a great opportunity to promote 
the local area to an international audience simply by having fun! 
 
Months after each Grafton Dragon Boat Races Family Fun Day, people from as far afield as 
Macksville, Teed Heads, Inverell & Dorrigo are continued to talk about the event and 
planning their teams for the next one!  This Word-of-Mouth advertising is priceless! 

 



 
 

2010 Grafton Dragon Boat Races 
Marketing & Promotion 

 
Each participating Business / Organisation / Sponsor will have a unique opportunity to 
promote their organisation to a large number of people at the event and through the vast 
media coverage that the event receives. 
 
Coverage includes: 

¶ Press coverage in the Daily Examiner, Clarence Valley Review and Clarence Valley 
TV Guide, along with the Coffs Harbour Advocate, the Lismore Northern Star and 
other regional newspapers. 

¶ Radio coverage before, during and after the event will include: 
ABC Radio ï Lismore & Kempsey 
Commercial Radio Stations 

2GF / FM 104.7 ï Grafton 
2LM ï Lismore 
2NZ ï Inverell 
2HC ï Coffs Harbour. 

¶ Television Stations:- 
Southern Cross 10 
PRIME TV 
NBN Television 
SBS Television 

¶ Web-site coverage 
Clarence Community Events Inc 
Radio 2GF 
Dragon Boats NSW 
Clarence Valley Council 
Clarence River Tourist Association 
Grafton Chamber of Commerce & Industry 
ABC Radio 

¶ Along with over 4,000 posters, flyers and programs. 
 
óAudience Reachô =  
 

Region .......................................... Households ........ Individuals 
Northern Rivers ............................. 337,000 ............... 817,000 
Tamworth/Taree ............................ 125,000 ............... 320,000 
Newcastle ..................................... 271,000 ............... 712,000 
 
TOTAL NORTHERN NSW ............ 733,000 ............... 1,849,000 

 
 
PRESS: 

The Daily Examiner .................... Grafton 
Clarence Valley Review .............. Yamba 
The Advocate ............................. Coffs Harbour 
Northern Staré........................... Lismore 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


